
CHAPTER 1 
 

An Open Door to Serve 
 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 

make you fishers of men.” 

 

Matthew 4:19 

 

This book may be about closed doors, but it is 

ultimately about the one door open to us all—

serving God’s purposes in this world. Whether a 

call to serve as a missionary, a non-profit leader, a 

pastor, a teacher, or a parent; in whatever capacity, 

full-time vocational service or through a secular 

occupation, God calls us all as ambassadors for 

Christ. 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: that God was 

reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 

not counting people’s sins against them. And 

he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were making 

his appeal through us.1 

 

Because we’ve been reconciled with God through 

Christ, he’s using us to share the same opportunity 

 
1 2 Corinthians 5:18-20a.  



with others. This is the Good News—Jesus paid the 

price for our sin through his death, so he could 

clothe us in his righteousness and grant us 

redemption for eternity through his resurrection. 

It started with me at the age of ten. I’d only 

been a Christian for two years, but I knew Jesus was 

asking something of me. I can’t tell you how, other 

than I had a firm belief he was calling me to be a 

missionary. I believed it so deeply I left my seat and 

walked down the aisle to tell my pastor, who then 

announced to the church I had stepped out in 

obedience to the call of God. 

I’ll never forget that day. People lined up to 

hug me and shake my hand, telling me they would 

be praying for me. Did I leave the next day? No, but 

I did about twelve years later. In the meantime, I 

grew in my walk with Christ, participated in church 

activities, and even helped with our Laotian 

ministry during high school and college. Like Noah, 

my years of waiting were not unproductive, even if 

I didn’t have an ark to prove it. 

 The call to service wasn’t completely clear 

from the beginning, but the gist was there—to serve 

in missions. What that meant, God would flesh out 

in the years to come. I spent those years in Bible 

study, scripture memory, learning about missions, 

and just learning, that is, going to school. Your call 

may mean there are still some studies to do, a 

special degree to earn, and not necessarily a 

seminary degree. While study at a seminary or 

Bible college is great and always useful, many 

secular degrees and professions can open more 

doors for service.  



With a college degree in French and History, 

when I later interviewed with my mission 

organization, they told me I had no “marketable” 

skills! Can you believe it? Even so, I did use my 

French during my first two-year assignment, 

because I worked in a French-speaking country, 

running a publication house. I may not have been 

marketable, but I learned fast! My ability to speak 

French opened many doors for me even in the 

Middle East.  

My husband had been a nuclear engineer for 

twelve years before going into missions, and his 

ability to put on his “engineering hat” helped us a 

great deal in more restricted countries. Don’t throw 

aside your studies and experience in answering 

God’s call to service. Those may be just the things 

he wants to use the most.  

 Today, more than ever, doors are wide open for 

Christians to gain access to unreached people 

groups through secular jobs. Being a science 

professor or English teacher in a Burmese 

university can provide avenues to witness much 

faster than a traditional missionary. Coaching sports 

teams can reach a people group that seems 

otherwise untouchable. Keep your options open and 

your education in mind, as you walk this path of 

service. 

 Joseph made the greatest impact for God by 

serving in Pharaoh’s court. During his day-to-day 

job for fourteen years, he supervised the collection 

and then distribution of foodstuffs for the people of 

Egypt and beyond. Because he served with such 

integrity, Pharaoh trusted him completely. This 



statement by Pharaoh reveals his confidence in the 

former slave: “I am Pharaoh, but without your word 

no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.”2 God 

would use Joseph’s “secular” job to save the 

entire Hebrew nation.  

Paul would often return to his tentmaker 

experience to support himself while on his 

missionary journeys.3 Tentmaking served as an 

avenue for him to literally be “in the marketplace” 

and connect with people who needed to hear the 

good news of Jesus Christ. God used his trade to 

provide for his needs and serve as an open door to 

witness. 

How has God called you? What education and 

experience can he use in the years ahead? Have you 

put aside some part of your education or life 

experience because you didn’t think it was needed? 

How are you doing on staying in the Word? Don’t 

neglect one for the other, but make sure you’re 

deeply rooted daily. Ask him to show you the value 

of every aspect of your life and to use each part for 

his purposes. 

 

God Uses the Ordinary 

At the age of ten, I had no reason to feel like I 

had anything to offer God in service. I did, 

however, learn that from the beginning, God’s 

purpose has been to use ordinary people to share 

an extraordinary message.  

 
2 Genesis 41:44. 
3 Acts 18:1-4, 20:34. 



 Perhaps you too can relate to the boy Samuel, 

who was sleeping in the temple when God called 

him. Though just a child, he tried to be a good boy 

for a mother who loved him and dedicated him to 

the Lord. He wasn’t anything special other than a 

boy loved by his mother. Eli certainly didn’t give 

him any special attention. The Bible says, “Now 

Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the 

Lord has not yet been revealed to him.”4 He wasn’t 

called because he had a great relationship with God; 

he didn’t even know him, and yet the Lord chose to 

use him to bring judgement on a corrupt priesthood 

and lead a wayward nation. Did he start the next 

day? No, but God started working in him. “The 

Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let 

none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.”5 

We see evidence of God calling many to 

service from a young age. Along with Samuel, 

David was just a young shepherd boy. Josiah 

became king at the age of eight. That’s a huge door 

to service for one so young. Mary was a young girl 

when the angel told her she would bear the Son of 

God. Maybe, like me, you’ve sensed a call from 

God since youth. God’s been guiding you and using 

your education and life experience to prepare you 

for these days ahead. 

 Whether you’ve had a long or short life with 

Jesus, the feeling of inadequacy hits us all. Even the 

prophets of old felt unworthy to be called by God. 

Look at this interaction in Isaiah: 

 
4 1 Samuel 3:7. 
5 1 Samuel 3:19. 



“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I 

am a man of unclean lips, and I live among 

a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” Then I 

heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I 

said, “Here am I. Send me!”6 

 

The prospect of taking a message from the 

Almighty God to a people who were corrupt and 

sinful terrified Isaiah, and yet, he did go, and God 

spoke through him. Moses begged God to use 

Aaron instead, because he felt so inadequate in his 

ability to speak before Pharaoh or the people. The 

apostle Paul gives a great rebuttal to such feelings:  

 

For what we preach is not ourselves, but 

Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, 

“Let light shine out of darkness,” made his 

light shine in our hearts to give us the light 

of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in 

the face of Christ. But we have this treasure 

in jars of clay to show that this all-

surpassing power is from God and not from 

us.7 

 

The knowledge God is calling us to service can 

be terrifying, but the Scripture makes clear he wants 

not our abilities but our availability. Our age, social 

status, education, and experience are irrelevant. We 

 
6 Isaiah 6:5, 8. 
7 2 Corinthians 4:5-7. 



serve a God who displays his strength through our 

weaknesses.  

A one-size-fits-all call to service does not exist. 

The way God spoke to me will differ from how he 

speaks to you. The Bible makes this clear. Led as a 

slave through a door not of his choosing, God used 

Joseph to save his people from famine and certain 

death. Were the years of his enslavement and 

imprisonment without purpose and use in his life? 

No, God would use them to grow Joseph to be the 

kind of wise man he needed to provide for the 

Egyptians and ultimately his own people.  

 As a child, Moses’ mother and sister perhaps 

whispered in his ears the special protection the Lord 

had put on his life, and yet, he still had to spend 

forty years in the desert before the time was right to 

lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Christ’s call on the 

disciples did not lead to immediate sending into 

service. He spent three years teaching and 

mentoring them before they would scatter to carry 

the message to the nations. 

 Paul, and even Jesus himself, had periods of 

preparation and waiting. After his great Damascus 

Road experience, Paul spent three years in Arabia 

before beginning his ministry. Jesus, God incarnate, 

submitted to thirty years of life as a carpenter’s son 

before he began proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 

Serve wherever you are. Spending time in 

concentrated Bible study, academic preparation, or 

the earning of life experience doesn’t mean you’re 

not serving. Active waiting means you are putting 

your knowledge and skills into practice. Age or 



circumstance doesn’t matter. Willingness to serve 

does. What doors are open for you here and now? 

 

God Will Clarify the Vision  

 

Don’t worry your call seems hazy. Press on in 

study, growth, and service. God will flesh out the 

details. Pay attention to what excites you the most 

and to which people group you’re drawn. God will 

use these things to guide you toward your open 

door. 

 Feelings of inexperience or weaknesses can 

detract you from moving forward. None of us is 

perfect. One of my first lessons in overseas service 

occurred as I sat in a mission meeting, looking at 

the adults I’d idolized all my childhood years. I 

realized they were human, just like me. Thoughts 

like this could have brought disappointment and 

discouragement, but in the end, they were God’s 

confirmation that he uses clay pots, of which I am 

the most cracked, for his service. 

 Finally, don’t let comparison hinder your 

vision. If Joseph had been able to compare his call 

to that of Moses or Isaiah, he would have asked for 

a do-over. Just like each biblical call leads to 

different requests for service, so your call will be 

unique to what God has for your life. Only you can 

do the task for which he’s prepared and called you. 

He’ll use your experiences to speak into the lives of 

specific individuals. Don’t let someone else’s story 

make you unappreciative of what he’s allowed you 

to experience and even survive for his glory and 

service. You’re unique! Walk through the door of 



service in anticipation of what he’s got waiting just 

for you. 

 In the end, the one thing helping you face 

closed doors is the assurance God has opened the 

first one. When trials come and feelings leave you 

confused, lean on the words of Scripture, for Satan 

will want you to doubt your initial call. When your 

own memory fails and you struggle to recall how 

you felt his leading all those years ago, he will 

never let you forget his ultimate commission: 

 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.”8 

 

Is your call clear? How has it developed over 

the years? Can you explain it to a friend? All 

believers in Christ are called. Memorize scriptures 

God’s given you to support your call. Thank him for 

wanting to work through you. What excites and 

challenges when you think about doing it for God? 

 How many jobs or titles have you had in your 

life so far? Make a list. How do they relate to each 

other? What are the common threads? When we 

look at Paul’s life, we see a Jew, a Pharisee, a 

zealot, a legalist, a tentmaker, a Roman citizen, a 

transformed man, a missionary, a lover of Gentiles, 

a church planter, and a writer. If we look at them 

 
8 Matthew 28:19-20. 



collectively, we can see how a desire to serve God 

and people flows through each aspect of his 

journey. He was uniquely made for the task God 

gave him in ministry to the Gentiles. You are 

uniquely made for the work God’s given you. 

When I look at my life, my initial call was to 

missions and then specifically to serve among 

Muslims. Some ways this has been lived out are: 

• Direct evangelism in Muslim countries. 

• Discipleship of new believers. 

• Refugee work. 

• Teaching ESL. 

• Writing materials for Muslims. 

• Writing and training others to serve among 

Muslims. 

Write down your initial call from God. In looking at 

your life, education, and training, how many ways 

could your call be expressed? Keep your answers in 

mind, as we move forward in the chapters ahead. 
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